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Avery T. Willis, Jr. is an international speaker, leader, author and conference 

leader.  He served as pastor of three churches in Oklahoma and Texas for 

ten years before serving with his wife, Shirley, and their children as 

missionaries to Indonesia for fourteen years. He may be best known for 

creating the MasterLife discipleship materials in Indonesia while serving as 

the President of the Indonesian Baptist Theological Seminary. During the 

next fifteen years it was translated into over 50 languages and used in over 

100 countries while he led the adult discipleship department for LifeWay 

Christian Resources. He then served ten years as Senior Vice President for 

Overseas Operations of the International Mission Board overseeing the work 

of 5600 missionaries in 183 countries. He holds a BA degree from Oklahoma 

Baptist University, Shawnee, Okla., and the M.Div and Th.D degrees from Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. He has received honorary doctor’s degrees from Oklahoma 

Baptist University and Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar MO 

 

 He currently lives in Bella Vista Arizona  with his wife, Shirley. The love of their lives is their five children 

and 15 grandchildren who are dynamic Christians. 

Find out more about Avery Willis’s ministry at averywillis.org. 

 


